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EAL at Pippins School
• Over the years we have seen the school community change and it has become much more diverse and 

multicultural, with approximately 23 different languages spoken at Pippins.  

• We ensure all pupils feel safe, accepted and valued in order to learn effectively and become successful 
members of society.  For children who are learning English as an additional language, this includes 
recognising and valuing their home language and background.  

• We are aware that bilingualism is a valuable tool and EAL children make a valuable contribution to our 
school and wider community.  Bilingualism gives access to two cultures and promotes greater tolerance 
of other cultures.

• We provide an environment that celebrates cultural diversity through cultural diversity days, and 
celebrating languages with a Language of the Term focus.  This builds their confidence and raises self 
esteem. 

•

•



Assessment 

• The department for Education uses the following EAL classification 
codes.  These are the reference points for children on the EAL register.  
We use the Bell Foundation Framework for EAL to support our 
judgements.



Areas of Assessment

• Listening 
• Speaking
• Reading 
• Writing

We assess children on a termly basis using this 10 
step assessment tracker.  

• We ensure the needs of EAL children are met 
through careful curriculum planning.  All children 
are provided with opportunities to make good 
progress. 



How we support EAL children 
• Collaborative group work 

• Concrete objects in Maths

• Pre teaching vocabulary 

• Drama and role play 

• Visual resources e.g. mind maps, substitution tables, pictures, writing frames.



Extra Support 

• Small group work 

• Withdrawal from class (only if necessary).  

Why?

• Rapid progress – e.g. daily 1:1 phonics tutoring 

• Boost Confidence

• Focused attention

• Pre teaching of vocabulary – links with main lesson.  



How you can help

• Speak your first language! 
Research shows that concepts and skills learned in a child’s first language are 
transferred to the second language.  

• Don’t be afraid to speak to your language in public.

• Take your child to gatherings where they can hear people speaking your 
language to stay in touch with their culture.

• .Use both languages, bilingual learners need practise in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening in both languages equally.



How you can support at home
• Read stories to your child in your first language to make them feel proud and keep in 

touch with their language and heritage.

• Teach your child songs and nursery rhymes in your language.

• Oxford Owl eBook library have a fantastic range of books including audio books.

• Register with the local library – access to dual language books.

• Ensure you read for 20 minutes a day.

• As you read together, ask your child questions about the story (What has happened? 
What will happen next? Which characters did you like, and why?)

• Read Write Inc phonics support – please go to our website or come and ask us for more 
information. 



How you can support at home

• After school clubs

• Shared activities at home: cooking, games, movies and songs will help develop 
your child’s social language skills.

• Diaries, scrapbooks and vocabulary lists are a good way to build vocabulary, 
sentences and will support your child with their expressive language skills.



Homework Support 

• Read the task in English

• Talk about the instructions in your first language.

• Discuss the task and add any new vocabulary in your first language.

• Ask your child to complete the work in English.

• Switching between the two languages is good for the brain and shows 
good understanding. 

• Speak to the teacher if your child is still struggling.



How you can support at home

• Restrict the usage time for mobile phones, iPad and video games.  Discourage 
the use during mealtimes, bedtimes and homework time.

• Ensure a strict bedtime routine, so your child gets the recommended hours of 
sleep.  At 5-11, children need 9-11 hours sleep a night.  

• Studies have shown eating a healthy breakfast improves energy levels and 
ability to concentrate in the short term. 



Did you know our website translates to various languages? 


