
		

Handwriting: Overview adopting RWinc principles and Nelson progression


· Children in Reception are introduced to correct letter formation as soon as they begin learning to recognise the letter sounds within the RWI phonics programme adopted by the school
· Once children have been taught the graphemes and towards the end of Reception year and in Year One and above, the focus will be to practise the mechanics of handwriting in sessions additional to the RWInc lesson.
· Alongside fine motor activities and warm up exercises, children in Reception will ‘air -write’ letters, copied from a bank of videos and practise sheets using the RWI patter.
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· This will reinforce the learning from phonics sessions but will also make the link between the formations, orientation and direction of a series of lettersAround’ letters: c a o d g q
Down’ letters: l t b p k h i j m n r u y
Curly letters: e f s
Zigzag’ letters: v w z x.
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· belonging to same family e.g.; ‘Around letters ‘c, d, o, g, p’ which focus on a series of letters which all have the anti-clockwise movement
· As children become more confident with formation, there is more emphasis placed on letter sizing and spacing between letters.
· In EYFS and lower KS1 we introduce the RWI model of ‘Boat, Water and Sun’ letters to support children to understand about letter sizing
· In Year 2, children are expected to start joining their writing, using cursive handwriting.

· We then progress to using a highlighted guide in the back of Writing books and later, tramlines as a scaffold to support children with letter sizing. Children will first learn the language of ‘Sun, boat and water
letters’ and progress to the language of ascenders and descenders.
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· Handwriting is a developmental process with its own stages of progression from letter formation through to letter joins. It is important that children are taught letter formation in the correct families before they learn to join to other letters.
· Nelson handwriting scheme adopted by school, plans the teaching of the joins in the summer term of Year 1 but promotes flexibility to introduce as and when children are able to form individual letters with some control over size and orientation.
· As children are developing their control with letter formation, sizing and spacing between words, guidance suggests working with smaller groups. As children become more proficient, it is more economical by the end of Year 1 and in Year 2 and above to work with larger groups or whole class.



Presentation
Careful presentation of work must be stressed at all times. Whilst the overall presentation of work, in terms of layout, may differ between KS1 and KS2 the need for care with presentation does not.
· The class teacher sets the standard of presentation for the class.
Worksheets, board presentation and written comments in children’s books are the most constant example of handwriting that a child has. Teachers should ensure that they set high standards of presentation themselves. Care should also be taken to ensure that where children are still at the printing stage of handwriting that teachers print when adding comments in pupils’ book too.
· Scaffolds of letter formation should be available for children to use and are saved in the handwriting folder along with the various images in this document.


Letter Fonts. Nelson have discontinued their font due to latest guidance suggesting children should be exposed to a range of writing models. RWInc and Nelson schemes are both compatible with Primary Sassoon which we should adopt in school when promoting handwriting. There are letter formation scaffolds in the handwriting folder to be used as scaffolds.
Writing tools

· A range of mark making tools should be available in all classrooms for children to try out in handwriting sessions to find a tool which supports their grip as well as pressure onto paper
· In EYFS and KS1 children predominantly use pencils to write with but should be given the opportunity to write using whiteboard pens, felt tips, chalks etc. For the vast majority of children an HB pencil is best. Younger children may benefit from using a thicker style of pencil.
· Writing in pen should be introduced for handwriting in KS2 once children can write neatly in pencil. Where appropriate, pupils in Years 5 & 6 may still continue to write in pencil.
· In KS2 children should be offered the opportunity to ‘publish’ their work using a writing tool which they feel helps them to produce their best writing.

We no longer use pre-cursive script and no letters should have any lead in strokes


	Time allocation at Pippins

· EYFS and KS1 -Teach letter formation alongside phonics in + additional timetabled slots specifically for handwriting. Letter formation could be modelled at the end of the school day so that children can come in the following morning, ready to practise during EMT
· KS2 -Separate weekly timetable slots in KS2 and reinforce during phonics, spelling and English lessons and across the curriculum.


National Curriculum
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Nelson handwriting from ‘print’ to joining
· In the early stages the correct movements are more important than the appearance of writing. Children should be discouraged from forming writing with incorrect movements, even if they manage to achieve results that appear satisfactory. However, in later stages a more individual style is encouraged.
· Provide demonstrations when introducing joins
· Observe individuals as much as possible while they practise. This enables the teacher to recognise and correct bad habits as they arise.
· Talk the children through the process using appropriate language
· Encourage children to verbalise what they are doing.
· Most children will need extra practice with making the joins
· Encourage children to use the basic handwriting patterns both for practice and for decorative purposes is a valuable technique for fostering fluency and rhythmic movement.
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Nelson for on-line guidance
[image: ]



[image: ]	[image: ]
[image: ]
image4.jpeg
mlla) s\ /it




image4.png




image5.jpeg
X

Nelson
Handwriting




image7.png




image8.jpeg
X

Nelson
Handwriting




image6.png




image8.png
Oxford
COWL




image11.png




image12.png
Oxford
COWL




image9.jpeg
< FRE——




image10.jpeg




image13.png




image14.png
|
Sun letters-ascenders

Boat letters-middle letters

Water letters-descenders




image18.png




image19.png
|
Sun letters-ascenders

Boat letters-middle letters

Water letters-descenders




image15.png
abcdefghijklmnopgrstu

VWX Y7





image16.png




image17.png
a’bcd@fg’hij’k
’l*m*nO*pq’rS’tu
VW XYz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
OPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890




image23.png




image24.png
a’bcd@fg’hij’k
’l*m*nO*pq’rS’tu
VW XYz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
OPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890




image20.png




image21.png
Regular practice

In primary schools where class teachers are generally
responsible for teaching handwriting to their own
dlasses, there are many opportunities to practise the
skills of handwriting in the course of writing across
the curriculum. However, it is also necessary to provide
regular lessons for the teaching and/or revision of
handwriting skills.

The frequency and length of handwriting lessons is
likely to vary according to the age and competence
of the pupils. With young children it is appropriate to
have short, daily lessons, while older pupils may
benefit from one or two longer sessions each week.

The amount of time devoted to handwriting may also
depend on the point reached in the programme. For
example, it may be helpful to provide extra lessons
when joins are being introduced.
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Year |

Pupils should be taught to:

« sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

« form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the
right place

« form capital letters

« understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families” (i.e. letters
that are formed in similar ways)
« leave spaces between words.

Year 2

Pupils should be taught to:

« form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

« start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are
best left unjoined

« write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship
to one another and to lower case letters

« use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

Years 3 and 4

Pupils should be taught to:

« use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters an:
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

« increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting (e.g. ensure
downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; lines of writing are spaced
sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch).

Years 5 and 6

Pupils should be taught to:

« write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
o choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices
o deciding whether or not to join specific letters
o choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.
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Break letters

bgjpaxyz

Eight letters after which no join is made. Joins are not made to or from
the letter z.

Joins
1. diagonal joins to letters without ascenders : in, ai, ar, un, am,

2. horizontal joins to letters without ascenders : oa,, wo, ou, Vi, am
3. diagonal joins to letters with ascenders : a)o, u,{, it ch
4. horizontal joins to letters with ascenders : 04., W'h, ot ob
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Joining sets

Set 1
acdefhijklmnstu

12 letters with exit flicks plus s

Set 2
acdegijmnopgrsuvwxy
19 letters which start at the top of the x height

Set 3
b Fhklt

6 letters which start at the top of the ascender

Set 4

forvw
5 letters which finish at the top of the x height
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R — 6 Handwriting Progression

Development
Matters/National Curriculum

Autumn1

Autumn2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Physical Development: Moving
and Handling - Early Learning
Goal:

*  Children show good
control and coordination
inlarge and small
movements. They move
confidently in a range of
ways, safely negotiating
space. They handle
equipment and tools
effectively, including
pencils for writing.

Introduce:

masdt

Introduce:

inpgo

ck

Introduce:

ub

felh

Introduce:

shrjv

Introduce:

ywthz

Introduce:

chquxngnk

b

* sit correctlyata table,
holding a pencil
comfortably and
correctly

®  begin toform lower-case
letters in the correct
direction, starting and
finishing in the right
place

®  form capital letters

form digits 09
®  understand which letters

belong to which

handwriting ‘families’

(i.e. letters that are
formed in similar ways) and to
practise these.

Units 1-5

Unit 1 Introduce:
coadgfsqe

Unit 2 practise:
coadgfsqe

Unit3 Introduce:
itjuy

Unit 4 Practise:
itjuy

Unit s Introduce:
bhkmnpr

Unit s Introduce:
bhkmnpr

Units 6-10

Unit 6 Practise:
bhkmnpr

Unit 7 Introduce:
vwxz

Unit 8 Practise:
vwxz

Unit9 Practise capital
letters: EFHITL

Unit 10 Practise
capital letter
NVWXYZ

KM

Units 11- 15

Unit 11 Practise capital
letters: 8D CG0QSP
RUJ

Unit 12 Practise:
Number formation 1-10
Number words one to
ten

Unit 13 Introduce:
Break letters

Unit 14 Practise:
Consistent size and
height of small letters

Unit 15 Diagonal Join:
Diagonal join to set 1
letters: ed

Units 16- 20

Unit 16 Diagonal Join:

Diagonal join to set 1
and 2 letters: ig

Unit 17 Diagonal Join:

Diagonal join to set 3
letters:ar

Unit 18 Diagonal join
toSet 4 letters: aw

Unit 19 Diagonal join
tothe top of Set 1
letters: ef

Unit 20 Diagonal join
to the top of Set 2
letters: il

Units 21-25

Unit 21 Diagonal join
tothe top of Set 3
letters: ck, tch

Unit 22 To form and

Join from the letter w:
wa

Unit 23 Practising the
horizontal join: 0o

Unit 24 Horizontal join
toset 3 letters: or, ore

Unit 25 Formation of
the cursive digraphs: of
andff

Units 26 - 28

Unit 26 Practising
the fourth join to
set2 letters: wi

Unit 27 Practising
break letters: bp g
ayiz

Unit 28 Revising
the four
handwriting joins:
ai,al, ol, ow
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Y2

form lower-case letters
of the correct size
relative to one another
start using some of the
diagonal and horizontal
strokes needed tojoin
letters and understand
which letters, when
adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined
write capital letters and
digts of the correct size,
orientation and
relationship to one
another and to lower

Units 15,

Unit 1 Practising
joining to the top:
a

Unit 2 practising
the join from the
letter e: ee

Unit 3 Practising
joining from the

letter i:ie

Unit 4 Practising

Units 6-10

Unit6 Practising
joining from the letter
o:0i

Unit 7 Practising
capital letters

Unit 8 Practising
joining to the letter a:
e

Unit 9 Practising
joining to the letter r:

Units 11-15

Unit 11 Practising small
letters - same height
and size: or

Unit 12 Practising
joining to the letter r: air

Unit 13 Practising
joining to ascenders: al

Unit 14 Practising
joining from the letter
orot

Units 16-20

Unit 16 Practising
joining to and from
the letter ¢

Unit 17 Practising
writing the letter g

Unit 18 Practising the
diagonal join: le

Unit 19 Practising the
two ways of joining
the letter s: sh, es

Units 21-25

Unit 21 Practising
joining to the letter g:
ing

Unit 22 Reviewing the
four handwriting joins:
kn, mb, wh, wr

Unit 23 Practising
joining from the letter

wiwa

Unit 24 Practising

Units 26 - 28

Unit 26 Practising
joining to and from
the letter i cian,
sion

Unit 27 Practising
joining to and from
the letter s: less,
ness

Unit 28 Practising
joining from the
letter e: est, ier

Y3

case letters the horizontal join: | er correct height and size
use spacing between | oa Unit 15 Practising Unit 20 Practising of letters: ly
words that reflects the Unit 10 Practisingthe | printing joining to the letter y:
size of the letters. Units Practising | horizontal join: ou ky Unit 25 Practising

the size and height punctuation

of letters: 00 (formation of 'm and

i)

use the diagonal and Units 1-5, Units 6-10 Units 11-15 Units 16-20 Units 21 -25 Units 26 -28

horizontal strokes that
are needed to join
letters and understand
which letters, when
adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined
increase the legibility,
consistency and quality
of their handwriting [for
example, by ensuring
that the downstrokes of
letters are parallel and
equidistant; that lines of
writing are spaced
sufficiently so that the
ascenders and

Unit 1 Forming
descenders
accurately: sp

Unit 2 Forming
ascenders
accurately: al

Unit 3 practising
the diagonal join to
asmall letter: ci

Unit 4 Practising
the diagonal join to
3 tall letter: mb

Unit 6 Practising
Joining to the letter y:
Iy

Unit 7 practising
forming the letter s
correctly: es

Unit 8 Practising
joining from the letter
iie

Unit9 Practising
spacing between
letters: ed

Unit 11 Practising
forming capital letters

Unit 12 Practising
writing the letter tat
the correct height: ti

Unit 13 Practising
spacing letters
consistently: ew

Unit 14 Practising
forming double letters
correctly: ff

Unit 16 Practising
joining to the letter k:
ok

Unit 17 Practising the
second join: ch

Unit 18 Practising
joining from the letter
eei

Unit 19 Practising the
horizontal join: ous

Unit 21 Practising with
punctuation: 1?2
(showing how to form
an exclamation mark
and question mark)

Unit 22 Practising
diagonal joins to the
lettery: ly

Unit 23 Practising
joining to and from the
letter : ure

Unit 26 Practising
writing silent
letters: wr

Unit 27 Practising
joining from the
letter f: ft

Unit 28 Practising
writing decorated
capital letters
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R — 6 Handwriting Progression

Development
Matters/National Curriculum
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Y2

form lower-case letters
of the correct size
relative to one another
start using some of the
diagonal and horizontal
strokes needed tojoin
letters and understand
which letters, when
adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined
write capital letters and
digts of the correct size,
orientation and
relationship to one
another and to lower

Units 15,

Unit 1 Practising
joining to the top:
a

Unit 2 practising
the join from the
letter e: ee

Unit 3 Practising
joining from the

letter i:ie

Unit 4 Practising

Units 6-10

Unit6 Practising
joining from the letter
o:0i

Unit 7 Practising
capital letters

Unit 8 Practising
joining to the letter a:
e

Unit 9 Practising
joining to the letter r:

Units 11-15

Unit 11 Practising small
letters - same height
and size: or

Unit 12 Practising
joining to the letter r: air

Unit 13 Practising
joining to ascenders: al

Unit 14 Practising
joining from the letter
orot

Units 16-20

Unit 16 Practising
joining to and from
the letter ¢

Unit 17 Practising
writing the letter g

Unit 18 Practising the
diagonal join: le
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two ways of joining
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Units 21-25
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Y3
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use spacing between | oa Unit 15 Practising Unit 20 Practising of letters: ly
words that reflects the Unit 10 Practisingthe | printing joining to the letter y:
size of the letters. Units Practising | horizontal join: ou ky Unit 25 Practising

the size and height punctuation

of letters: 00 (formation of 'm and

i)

use the diagonal and Units 1-5, Units 6-10 Units 11-15 Units 16-20 Units 21 -25 Units 26 -28

horizontal strokes that
are needed to join
letters and understand
which letters, when
adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined
increase the legibility,
consistency and quality
of their handwriting [for
example, by ensuring
that the downstrokes of
letters are parallel and
equidistant; that lines of
writing are spaced
sufficiently so that the
ascenders and

Unit 1 Forming
descenders
accurately: sp

Unit 2 Forming
ascenders
accurately: al

Unit 3 practising
the diagonal join to
asmall letter: ci

Unit 4 Practising
the diagonal join to
3 tall letter: mb

Unit 6 Practising
Joining to the letter y:
Iy

Unit 7 practising
forming the letter s
correctly: es

Unit 8 Practising
joining from the letter
iie

Unit9 Practising
spacing between
letters: ed

Unit 11 Practising
forming capital letters

Unit 12 Practising
writing the letter tat
the correct height: ti

Unit 13 Practising
spacing letters
consistently: ew

Unit 14 Practising
forming double letters
correctly: ff

Unit 16 Practising
joining to the letter k:
ok

Unit 17 Practising the
second join: ch

Unit 18 Practising
joining from the letter
eei

Unit 19 Practising the
horizontal join: ous

Unit 21 Practising with
punctuation: 1?2
(showing how to form
an exclamation mark
and question mark)

Unit 22 Practising
diagonal joins to the
lettery: ly

Unit 23 Practising
joining to and from the
letter : ure

Unit 26 Practising
writing silent
letters: wr

Unit 27 Practising
joining from the
letter f: ft

Unit 28 Practising
writing decorated
capital letters
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descenders of letters do
not touchl.

Unit s practising
joining to and from
‘the letter : ale

Unit 10 Practising
writing with a slant;
ake

Unit 15 Practising
joining to the letter e:
he

Unit 20 Practising
joining from the letter
aap

Unit 24 Practising
joining from the letter
w:wh

Unit 25 Practising
forming numerals
correctly (formation of
slanted numbers 1-9)

Y4

use the diagonal and
horizontal strokes that
are needed to join
letters and understand
which letters, when
adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined
increase the legibility,
consistency and quality
of their handwriting [for
example, by ensuring

Units 1-5

Unit 1 practising
joining from letter
eea

Unit 2 Practising:

joining from and to
the letter s: ask

Unit 3 Practising:

Units 6-10

Unit 6 Practising
using a diagonal join:
un

Unit 7 Practising;
the horizontal join: re

Unit 8 Practising
joining to the letter y:

Units 11- 15

Unit 11 Practising;
spacing within words

Unit 12 Practising;
joining to and from the
letter w: owf

Unit 13 Practising;
joining from the letter

Units 16- 20

Unit 16 Practising:
speedwriting

Unit 17 Practising:
joining from the letter
iig

Unit 18 Practising:
diagonal join to

Units 21-25

Unit 21 Practising:
punctuation: s'

Unit 22 Practising:
consistency in forming
and joining letters: ar

Unit 23 Practising:
printing to make

Units 26-28

Unit 26 Practising:
drafting and
editing

Unit 27 Practising:
speedwriting

Unit 28 Practising:
printing to make a

Y5

that the downstrokes of | writing lettersat | Iy m:mb ascenders: al captions poster: Tt
letters are parallel and | the correct size and
equidistant; that lines of | height: rie Unit 9 Practising; Unit 14 Practising; Unit 19 Practising: | Unit 24 Practising:
writing are spaced speedwriting joiningto the lettera | joiningto and from | joining to and from the
sufficiently so thatthe | Unit 4 Practising: fromthe letter w:wa | the letter f: ff letter v: ive
ascenders and writing double Unit 10 Practising:
descenders of letters do | letters: tt size and height of Unit 15 Practising; Unit 20 Practising: | Unit 25 Practising:
not touchl. letters: ous using a diagonal joining | joining toand from | break letters
Unit s Practising line: hi the letter e: rec
consistency in
spacing: sce
write legibly, fluently | Units 1-5 Units 6-10 Units 11-15 Units 16-20 Units 21-25 Units 2628

and with increasing

speed by: Unit 1 Practising | Unit 6 Practising break | Unit 11 More practice | Unit 16 Ensuring Unit 21 Practising Unit 26 Practising
- choosingwhich | joining to and from | letters with presentation consistency inletter | printing (copy the print | presentation (copy

shape ofa the letter sizes alphabetand write | a limerickinto a
letter to use Unit 7 practising Unit 12 Ensuring correct addresses, to practise | frame and
when given Unit 2 Ensuring writing a play script | formation of the letter k | Unit 17 Practising printing) complete a
choices and letters are. speedwriting pattern, to practise
deciding consistent in height | Unit 8 Practising Unit 13 Forming the Unit 22 Practising presentation)
whether or not | and size printing letter y correctly Unit 18 Forming small | speedwriting (ing, ed
to join specific letters correctly orer to verbs, to Unit 27 Revising
letters practise speedwriting) | difficult joins
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Examples of cursive style
The cursive style

The quick brown fox jumps over thelazy dog,

The cursive slanted style

The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog
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- choosingthe
writing
implement that
is best suited

Unit 3 Developing.
fluency

Unit 4 Ensuring the

Unit9 Forming
ascenders correctly
(ible, ibly, able and
ably)

Unit 14 Practising speed
and fluency

Unit 15 Practising

Unit 19 Practising
forming and joining
the letter f

Unit 23 Practising
writing decorated
capital letters

Unit 28 Looking at
different
handwriting styles

Y6

fora task. letter tis at the punctuation Unit 20 Practising (copy a rhyme,
correct height Unit 10 Practising writing with aslant | Unit 24 Practising adding loops to
presentation writing letters (copya | descenders, to
Unit 5 Forming and letter in neat practise different
joining the letter s handwriting, to handwriting styles)
practise writing letters)
Unit 25 Practising
paragraphs
o write legbly, fluently | Units1-5 Units 6-10 Units 11-15 Units 16-20 Units 21-25 Units 2628

and with increasing
speed by:

- choosingwhich
shape ofa
letter to use
when given
choices and
deciding
whether or not
tojoin specific
letters

- choosingthe
writing
implement that
is best suited
fora task.

Unit 1 Developing:
anindividual
handwriting style

Unit 2 Revising:
slanted writing

Unit 3 Practising
keeping lettersin
correct proportion

Unit 4 Practising
writing fluently and
legibly

Unit S Practising
forming and joining
descenders (adding
suffixes to practise
forming and joining
descenders)

Unit 6 Practising
forming and joining
the letter t (Write 2
pattern, letters, maths
and science words to
practise forming and
joining the letter t)

Unit 7 practising
joining to and from
the letter o (find 'ph’
words in a wordsearch
and write them, to
practise joining to and
from the letter '0')

Unit 8 Practising;
punctuation (copy
punctuation marks,
and add punctuation
(including speech
marks) to sentences)

Unit Practising
slanting writing

Unit 11 Practising
spacing

Unit 12 Practising
writing instructions

Unit 13 Practising
fluency, speed and
legibility

Unit 14 Practising the
diagonal join

Unit 15 Practising the
horizontal join

Unit 16 Practising
forming letters at the
correct height and
size

Unit 17 Leaving the
correct space
between letters

Unit 18 Practising
joining to the letter r

Unit 19 Practising
horizontal joins

Unit 20 Practising
printing

Unit 21 Practising
paragraphs

Unit 22 Practising
writing double letters

Unit 23 Practising
spacing within words

Unit 24 Ensuring
letters are the correct
proportion

Unit 25 Practising
presentation (copy and
decorate a certificate,
to practise
presentation)

Unit 26 Practising
fluency (copy
pronouns and use
them in sentences,
to practise fluency)

Unit 27 Practising
speedwriting (copy
a paragraph and
correct spelling
mistakes, using a
dictionary, to
practise
speedwriting)

Unit 28 Practising
presentation (write
an acrostic poem in
the correct order,
and add a border,
to practise
presentation)
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Tools

The Tools are available whenever you can copy and trace, and include a pen, highlighter and eraser. You can
change the thickness or colour of the pen.

'@@EN EE®5~5

Fox

Sometimes the fox appears at the bottom right of the screen, to ok os e e

give handy hints and tips. Click on him to hear his voice (Starter
and Year 1) or read his speech bubble.

Letter banks

If your class is struggling with just one letter then you can jump to
the Letter banks and look at the animation for just that letter.
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Pupil Book 5
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The Pupil Book provides

the core handwriting
curriculum for the year.

1t is differentiated to

ensure children can progress
through key stages in
handwriting at their

own pace.
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The Focus is designed for the less-able
pupil who needs further practice in the
basic teaching point.

The Extension caters for the child who
needs more demanding work arising from,
or linked to, the Unit teaching point.
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