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See Tomorrow Grow 


STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF WASTE POLICY

Introduction

The Environmental Protection Act 1990 allows waste from schools, including laboratories, to be treated as domestic waste, although there is a duty of care on the disposer to ensure that waste does not harm future handlers. Hazardous waste, however, must be collected from the school by a registered waste carrier. Governors are legally responsible for keeping the school grounds free of litter, dog mess and refuse under this Act. It is in the interest of everyone at the school to keep the environment in which we work and learn attractive and safe, with a strong emphasis on reducing waste and recycling whenever we can.

The policy for the storage and disposal of waste at Pippins is an integral part of our school development plan and embraces the principles of the school’s financial value standard. We are committed to reducing the amount of waste we produce. Consequently, we have adopted the three Rs approach to waste management:

· Reduce.

· Re-use.

· Recycle.

In line with the philosophy of our recycling policy, teaching and learning programmes will address issues of waste management through both the taught and the hidden curriculum.

Our school scheme operates alongside the waste management services that are available in our local area. Consequently, our scheme may be modified in the light of changes that are introduced by the local authority (LA).

Objectives and targets

It is a priority of our school that year-on-year we achieve reductions in the volume of waste we produce and at Pippins school we are attempting to minimise the presence of plastic, particularly single use plastic in the school.
Action plan

Staff/student involvement

Responsibility for ensuring policy into practice is vested in our site manager. The site manager is a member of the joint staff/student recycling committee.

This committee meets each half-term throughout the year. Its remit is to:

· Motivate all school members to buy-in to the school scheme.

· Encourage staff and senior pupils to lead by example.

· Establish, monitor and evaluate rotas for emptying the recycling points.

· Ensure cleaning, site and support staff members are fully involved in the scheme and the importance of their role is fully appreciated.

The site manager will advise the staff/student recycling committee on matters relating to waste management. The staff/student recycling committee will secure and display awareness posters to encourage members of school to reduce wastage by re-using or recycling items where possible and dispose of waste appropriately. The committee will ensure recycling points and waste bins, including compost bins, are clearly labelled to avoid wrong things being put into the bins. The committee will ensure feedback is provided to the school community about the process and outcomes of the school’s recycling scheme, waste management and reduction.

Normal waste

We recognise there is a hierarchy of choices available for reducing waste. This is because the environmental impacts of waste are not just confined to their disposal. To minimise the effect of waste on the environment, the first option must always be to reduce the amount of waste produced.

· Reducing waste – we are committed, through on-going staff and student training, to ensuring all school members:

· Cut down on throw-away products, particularly single use plastic products.

· Cut down on excess packaging.

· Buy only what is needed.

· Re-using waste – we strive to re-use items to extend their life and prevent the purchase of more goods. Where possible we use durable goods, refillable or returnable containers, and repair and refurbish worn or broken items.

· Recovering materials for recycling – we recycle wherever possible because:

· Less energy is used in the process.

· Recycling reduces the demand for virgin raw materials.

· Since many of these materials are imported, recycling also benefits the economy.

· Recycling reduces the amount of waste to be land-filled or incinerated.

· Recycling empowers all school members to be more in control of the environment.

Storage of waste

There is a recycling point in every room – teaching and non-teaching areas, including offices, staff rooms and preparation areas. Recycling points are situated adjacent to rubbish bins in order to ensure it is as easy to recycle as it is to throw something away.

Inside school, particular care is taken by all staff and students to ensure that there are no accumulations of waste in any room or storage facility. This is overseen on a day-by-day basis by our site management team. Line managers have delegated responsibility for ensuring all staff and students are proactive in removing waste and keeping all areas clean and tidy.

At the earliest opportunity, waste is stored securely in the outdoor bins provided. In order to prevent bins being set alight and wheeled to where they might cause maximum damage to the building, our bins are kept in a locked compound away from the school buildings.

It is the responsibility of our site manger to inspect the outdoor waste storage facilities twice daily to ensure that they are well-maintained and secure. Any deficiency is to be rectified as a matter of highest priority.

Special forms of waste and its disposal

Recycling of school records

The school is expected to retain records for a period of time. When the time comes for disposal then CDs and similar items will be destroyed and hard drives will be dismantled and destroyed. Sensitive paper records will be completely destroyed by shredding, while non-sensitive papers will be bundled and disposed of to a waste paper recycling merchant.

Hazardous waste

If we produce, move, receive or dispose of hazardous waste (eg asbestos waste), there are certain procedures we follow under the Hazardous Waste Regulations 2005 as amended. Hazardous waste will be collected from the school by registered carriers.

Chemical waste

Chemical waste is always disposed of according to the specific material safety data sheet for that product. Hazardous chemicals will be collected from the school by registered waste carriers.

‘Fly tipping’ on school premises

As occupier of the premises, we are responsible for the removal of any ‘fly-tipping’ found on our site. The site manager will arrange removal as soon as ‘fly-tipping’ is brought to his/her attention and attempt to discover evidence of the perpetrator so that the matter can be brought to the attention of the local authority and a prosecution attempted.

Discarded syringes/needles

The site manager makes use of sharps boxes for the disposal of discarded syringes and needles.

Removal of stolen or abandoned vehicles from school premises 

In the event of any unidentified vehicle being found on school premises, the site manager will contact the police who will, if the vehicle is stolen, notify the owner of the vehicle to arrange removal from the site. If a vehicle has been abandoned, the site manager will contact the LA waste management team.

Monitoring and evaluation

Appropriate monitoring will be undertaken by the site manager to ensure compliance with targets within the development plan.

Reviewing

This policy forms part of the overall school development plan, and as such will be reviewed annually by the leadership team and governing board and in the light of any changes that are introduced by the local authority (LA).

Review without change: September 2025

Next review due: September 2028
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